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EXAMINATION : APRIL - 2015 
FIRST SEMESTER 

Sub.: General English – I (BLW - 1001) 

Date : 21/4/2015 Total Marks :  60 Time: 2.00 pm to 4.30 pm

Instructions: All questions are compulsory.  

Q. 1. (A) Transform the following as directed.   (4)

 i. A bad workman blames his tools.(Make Passive) 

 ii. I bought a car one month ago. (Make Passive) 

 iii. Elephants are very strong.(Add a Question tag) 

 iv. I don’t want anything to eat, I …….. my breakfast already.(have taken, will take, 
am  taking)(Rewrite using the appropriate form of the verb). 

 

(B) Correct the following sentences.  (2)

 i)  A box of eggs are on the table. 

 ii)  Please put your sign here. 

(C) Turn the following into the Reported speech.   (4)

 i. My friend said to me, “Did you hear the news?” 

 ii. She said, “My mother is checking her emails.” 

 iii. The teacher said to the student, “I will guide you.” 

 iv. The P.A. said, “The Director is coming to the office tomorrow.” 

Q. 2. (A) Analyze the following sentences.  (3)

 i.  When he won a lottery, he built a mansion for himself. 

 ii.  You must take your medicine, otherwise you cannot get well. 

 (B) Do as directed.  (2)

 i. He did not return the goods. He did not pay the bill. (Combine into a compound 
sentence). 

 ii. The sun set and the match stopped. (Turn into a simple sentence.) 

 (C) Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given at the end. 

           I had a remarkable experience one Sunday morning on a train in New York. 
People were sitting quietly — some reading newspapers, some lost in thought, some 
resting with their eyes closed. It was a calm, peaceful scene. 

 Then suddenly, a man and his children entered the compartment. The children 
were so loud and rowdy that instantly the whole climate changed. The man sat down 
next to me and closed his eyes, apparently unaware of the situation. The children were 
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yelling back and forth, throwing things, even grabbing people's papers. It was very 
disturbing. And yet, the man sitting next to me did nothing. 

 It was difficult not to feel irritated. I could not believe that he could be so 
insensitive as to let his children run wild like that and do nothing about it, taking no 
responsibility at all. It was easy to see that everyone else in the train felt irritated, too. So 
finally, with what I felt was unusual patience and restraint, I turned to him and said, "Sir, 
your children are really disturbing a lot of people. I wonder if you couldn't control them a 
little more?" 

 The man lifted his gaze as if to come to a consciousness of the situation for the 
first time and said softly, "Oh, you're right. I guess I should do something about it. We 
just came from the hospital where their mother died about an hour ago. I don't know 
what to think, and I guess they don't know how to handle it either." 

 Can you imagine what I felt at that moment? My paradigm shifted. Suddenly I 
saw things differently, and because I saw differently, I thought differently, I felt 
differently, I behaved differently. My irritation vanished. My heart was filled with the 
man's pain. Feelings of sympathy and compassion flowed freely. "Your wife just died? 
Oh, I'm so sorry! Can you tell me about it? What can I do to help?" Everything changed 
in an instant. 

   

Questions: 

1) How was the atmosphere in the train initially?       (2) 

2) How did it change?        (2) 

3) Why did the writer get irritated?       (2) 

4) What was the reason of the children’s rowdy behavior?   (2) 

5) What was the effect on the writer when he came to know the reason?  (2) 

  

Q. 3. (A) Use the following phrases in your own sentences.  (5)

 i) To be proud of   ii) Instead of         iii) According to       

 iv) In spite of       v) Not only …but also 

 (B) Explain the meaning of the following legal terms.  (5)

 i) Affidavit     ii) Jury    iii) Acquit   

 iv) Bankrupt     v) Evidence 

 (C) Write a paragraph of 10-15 lines on any one of the following topics. 

 i. Importance of Cleanliness  (10)

 ii. A Memorable Incident 

 iii. A Day without a Mobile Phone! 

Q. 4. Write a précis of the following passage and suggest a suitable title for the same. 

 Communication has been described as a form of social cement. It is the means 
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by which members of a society-whether human or animal – share their experiences and 
relate with each other. All animals communicate in some form or the other. But their 
purposes for communication are very limited. Their tools of communication are 
restricted to few symbols, some articulate, some inarticulate.  

Man is the only member of the animal kingdom who has evolved a complex 
system of verbal symbols to help him communicate with the fellow human beings. A 
human child is innately conditioned to acquire the language of his or her environment. 
Down the ages man has developed the linguistic system into a highly sophisticated art 
which in itself has become an object of study. 

 Communication is a form of social interaction. A human child acquires the 
elements of language from the adult society around him or her. In addition he 
assimilates the behavioural mores and codes of expression. He uses all this material to 
communicate with others and be accepted as a member of the society  he lives in. 

 OR 

 Translate the following paragraph into Marathi.  

Habits are easily formed, especially bad ones - such as over-eating, drinking and 
smoking. It is very difficult to get rid of bad habits. They should not be allowed to be 
formed and when formed, we should try to give them up at all costs. 

 The habit of consuming tobacco is one of the most widespread and most harmful 
habits. Again, more harmful than this, is the drinking habit. Drinking is universal in cold 
countries, under the false notion that it is a necessity. Millions of people have begun to 
do entirely without it, with great advantage to their health and wealth. Bad habits must be 
given up. 

Q. 5. A) Your are staying in a hostel for pursuing the course of BALLB. Write a letter to your 
father requesting him to send you some amount of money.   

(5)

 OR 

 B) Write a letter of application in reply to the following advertisement - “Students/Earn your 
pocket money during the holidays. Door to door survey and canvassing for a fast moving 
cosmetic item. Only residents of Pune need apply. Apply to Box No. 4076 C/o Sakal Times, 
Pune 411030.”   
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